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reduce if not eliminate sweating, and to narrow disparities
in wages between the skilled and unskilled. The last result
is specially significant. The action of arbitrational tribunals
strengthens the bargaining power of the unskilled workers,
and also more often elevates and makes rigid the basic rate
than the rates for special skill. The tribunals are most
concerned to ensure an adequate minimum; they are less
interested in the wage above the minimum. They assume
that, when the skilled worker is assured a living wage, he
will himself do something to protect his marginal rates
through bargaining.31 The narrowing of wage disparities
may, as it has been alleged, weaken among Australian youth
the incentive to undertake a lengthy technical training, a
result which Justice Higgins had certainly feared. Yet,
granted that the development of skilled labour is hampered
by compulsory arbitration, the ill effect upon production
is probably counteracted by the fact that the basic wage
helps to ensure a standard of living which furthers the
efficiency of unskilled labour, and modern industrial progress
requires increasingly such a general quality of industrial
efficiency. Besides compulsory arbitration other influences,
not least popular education, operate in Australia to restrict
the margin between the remuneration of skilled and unskilled
workers.
A broad social consequence of the narrowing of inequali-
ties between the skilled and unskilled is a deepening sense
of cohesion within the ranks of Australian labour, a result
which, with other factors, has helped to develop and preserve
the powerful political movement. Here there has been less
opportunity than in the United States or even in Canada
for a sharply defined aristocracy of skilled labour. The
arbitral tribunals have generated a levelling influence of
major political significance; they have helped to make the
Australian public concentrate upon social averages and
exalt equality. Moreover they have furthered the union-
ization of the workers because the trade unions are essential
for proceedings before the Court. While the mechanism
of arbitration helps to strengthen the egalitarian element
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